


The Chamber is here to serve our Members. THANK YOU!

There is no limit to how high we’ll go Together.

Introducing

A N K E N Y  B U S I N E S S
The Digital Magazine for the Ankeny Area Chamber of Commerce

Events, Business Tips, News & More. 
We’ll be adding more pages and sections to this as the months go on.

Let us know what you want to see inside! broske@ankeny.org
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Ribbon Cutting: Kimberley Development Corp.
Tuesday, October 5, 12:00 Noon 
Kimberley Estates
6106 NE Briarwood Dr, Ankeny 

Fall Ball Golf Outing
Wednesday, October 6, 11:00 am - 6:00 pm 
Briarwood Club of Ankeny
3405 NE Trilein Dr, Ankeny
Registration required at ankeny.org

Ribbon Cutting: 
Paisley Pineapple Children’s Boutique
Monday, October 11, 4:30pm 
315 SW Maple St., Suite F, Ankeny

Ribbon Cutting: HouseMaster of Central Iowa
Tuesday, October 12, 12:00 Noon 
Held at Karl Chevrolet, 1101 SE Oralabor Rd, Ankeny

Business After Hours: Hessen Haus
Thursday, October 14, 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
101 SW 4th St., Des Moines

Ribbon Cutting: Warners’ Stellian Appliance
Wednesday, October 20, 4:30 pm 
1205 SE 16th Ct, Ankeny

Ribbon Cutting: Ankeny Real Estate Group
Friday, October 22, 12:00 Noon 
225 NW 18th St #103, Ankeny

Ribbon Cutting: Garbanzo Mediterranean Fresh
Monday, October 25, 4:30pm
1550 N Ankeny Blvd #100, Ankeny

Lattes & Leads: The Eye Co.
Tuesday, October 26, 8:00 am - 9:00 am 
1620 N Ankeny Blvd, #106, Ankeny

Public Forum: Mayor & City Council Candidates
Wednesday, October 27, 6:00pm - 8:00pm 
Ankeny Kirkendall Public Library
1250 SW District Dr, Ankeny
Submit questions to broske@ankeny.org

Public Forum: School Board Candidates
Thursday, October 28, 6:00pm - 7:30pm 
Ankeny Kirkendall Public Library
1250 SW District Dr, Ankeny
Submit questions to broske@ankeny.org

Ribbon Cutting: Dungeon’s Gate
Friday, October 29, 12:00 Noon 
2525 N Ankeny Blvd, #101, Ankeny

Ribbon Cutting: Skin Body Soul
Wednesday, November 3, 4:30pm 
1515 SW Main St, #101, Ankeny

We welcome the new Avis & Budget Rental Car at 
637 S Ankeny Blvd to membership! More new members on page 6.

october
chamber

events.
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IT’S A TIE! This month’s Ambassador of the Month is 
Joseph Herst and Randy Pelham. 

Congratulations to both of you! Learn more at 
ankeny.org/chamber-programs/ambassadors/



events  more info at ankeny.org
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The Power of Introductions
By Chairwoman Heather Lilienthal

Well, here we are. Starting the final quarter of 
2021. First of all, congratulations! Whether you 
are where you wanted to be or still have some 
things to do in the next few months…you’re 
here and that matters. 

At the Chamber, we are riding both sides of 
that line. We are pleased with great things 
that have happened this year, but we have 
our heads down with eyes focused on Q4 with 
some big goals. We’re seeking a new CEO/
president after the announcement of Julie 
Todtz’s retirement, welcoming new members 
at mixers and celebrating their businesses at 
ribbon cuttings, and always networking. 
Networking is one of the top reasons busi-
nesses join a chamber. It’s taking those meet-
and-greet events and working on converting 
conversations into relationships and potential 
sales/services opportunities. 

It’s seeking the return on introductions. This type of ROI is honestly so fun, es-
pecially when you find yourself changing careers. I’ve moved from two decades in Iowa 
agriculture to sales of tools, textiles, and meat. The learning curve regarding products 
and industry is steep, but I gravitate to centering my learning around people. I want to 
make those sturdy relationships with customers and clients and do with the intention 
to learn from them. When I sell sledgehammers, I ask about the project, how it’s being 
used, how many of these do they need every six months? It teaches me about what they 
do and what I can anticipate for their needs. When I deliver steak, I ask if it’s for a special 
occasion, how they prepare it, and (of course) would they be wanting more and when. 

Yep, I learn a lot of business-related stuff…but I just start with what I love: learning about 
people and finding out how I can make their day better.  That’s what we focus on at the 
chamber. Our membership director, Jamie Anderson, has a great sales background, but 
she is an absolute natural at taking those quick introductions and learning about people. 
The membership “sale” is not about dollars, but relationships. I’ve volunteered at ribbon 
cuttings for new businesses and listened to Jamie talk to those new members about 
the nuts and bolts of the event, but the conversations always include 
these cool nuggets about their interests, backgrounds, hobbies and 
more. She wants our members to have a great first experience, but 
then introduce them to people and services that will directly ben-
efit their business.  I challenge you to be more intentional with 
your introductions. Go beyond sharing handshakes and names. 
Find out what that new interaction is needing and introduce him 
or her to someone providing that service. Invite a group of people 
to a coffee or lunch with the goal of creating connections that help 
them. The return of introductions could be that “thing” they’ve 
been looking for: a new accountant, mechanic, hairdresser, employ-
ee or a new CEO. Seek those returns for yourself and do what you can 
to pay it forward. It’s ROI that is measurable and powerful. 

Message from 2022 Board
Chairwoman Julie Mangels 

in next month’s issue!ankeny.org page 5



A N K E N Y  B U S I N E S S

Ankeny is flying.
Enjoy the in-flight magazine. 

ANKENY BUSINESS is the digital magazine for the Ankeny Area Chamber of Commerce, publishing 
once per month. Let us know what you’d like to see in these pages by emailing broske@ankeny.org
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T H I S
S P A C E

A V A I L A B L E

Aerial photo by 
Brent Roske, Ankeny Area Chamber of Commerce
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Nikki Worthington
Realtor
eXp Realty, LLC
(319) 505-0388
dominiqueworthington.exprealty.com

I am proud to have called 
myself an Ankeny resident 
since 2018 when I moved 
here and where I current-

ly reside with my daughter, other half and our 
two dogs. Having a huge passion for commu-
nity involvement and service, I am thrilled to 
be turning that focus towards real estate and 
helping others approach the next chapter in 
their life! As a proud member of the eXp Realty 
family, I carry the values of honesty, transparen-
cy, integrity and outstanding client service into 
everything I do. When I’m not helping find my 
clients’ next new home, I enjoy spending time 
with my family and close friends, visiting the 
District at Prairie Trail or attending the Farm-
ers’ Market in uptown Ankeny. Not quite ready 
to buy or sell, but you’re curious about your op-
tions or what the first step is? Call or text me 
and we can discuss it all.

welcome new chamber members
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Lav & Lime Sudio
Anjana Olson

 (816) 332-3440
lavandlime.com

Lav & Lime Studio 
is a full-service pho-

tography studio specializing in both fine art por-
traiture (lavandlime.com) as well as headshot/
branding photography (desmoinesheadshots.
com). With over a decade of photography experi-
ence, L&L’s style is modern, storytelling imagery 
with an emphasis on a custom experience with 
every client and tangible portraits and albums 
for your home. The studio is conveniently locat-
ed on an acre of wooded property, allowing for 
both indoor and environmental session options. 
Interested in booking a session with Lav & Lime 
or learning more about the studio? Contact Anj, 
the owner and photographer at Lav & Lime, at 
lavandlime.com.

Toast
1345 SW Park Square Dr, 

Ankeny  
(515) 272-5071

toastankeny.com

Toast is a stunning indus-
trial chic venue located 
just a short distance from 
downtown Des Moines 
in Ankeny’s vibrant and 

upscale entertainment center — The District at 
Prairie Trail. With over 15,000 square feet of space 
that includes a luxurious main event space, cere-
mony space, bridal suite, and rooftop patio, Toast 
hosts events of all sizes including intimate gath-
erings and large celebrations for up to 425 peo-
ple. Toast is more than an event venue. It’s the 
culmination of a dream of sisters Tara Meredith 
and Tiffany Loutsch to create an inviting space 
where friends and families can gather with one 
another to celebrate and create cherished mem-
ories that last for years to come. Learn more at 
toastankeny.com!

MetroNet
business.metronetinc.com

MetroNet is a 100 percent Fiber Optic Company 
headquartered in Evansville, Indiana. The custom-
er-focused company provides cutting-edge fiber 
optic communication services, including high-
speed Fiber Internet, full-featured Fiber Phone, 
and Fiber IPTV with a wide variety of program-
ming. MetroNet started in 2005 with one fiber-op-
tic network in Greencastle, Indiana, and has since 
grown to serve and construct networks in over 100 
communities. MetroNet is committed to bringing 
state-of-the-art telecommunication services to 
communities services that are comparable or su-
perior to those offered in large metropolitan areas. 
For more information visit 
business.metronetinc.com.  



welcome new chamber members

Your Business Here!

Are you a new Ankeny Chamber  member?  Submit your 
new member profile and be featured in Ankeny Business! 
Send your logo and 100-150 word business description to: 

broske@ankeny.org

Ankeny Real Estate Group
Emma Stern
225 NW 18th St, # 103, Ankeny
(515) 216-4172  
emma@ankenyre.com

jiffylube
1525 SW Tradition Cd, Ankeny

(515) 207-3027
jiffylube.com

Jiffy Lube is proud and honored to serve Ankeny 
and surrounding communities. We specialize 
in vehicle preventive maintenance to help keep 
your vehicle running right.  The core offering of 
Jiffy Lube is the Jiffy Lube Signature Service® Oil 
Change, a service that offers customers more 
than just a standard oil and filter change. Our 
preventive maintenance program enhances the 
reliability and longevity of a vehicle by focusing 
on four key areas: Change, Inspect, Check/Fill 
and Clean. In addition to oil changes, our highly 
trained technicians complete batteries, brakes, 
tires & other vehicle services.

American Abstract & Title Company
5548 NW 2nd St #103, Des Moines

(515) 283-2266  |  american-abstract.com 

American Abstract & Title Company is Iowa’s larg-
est privately-owned title company. We provide ti-
tle evidencing products to the legal, real estate, 
lending and title industries.  We produce written 
title evidence in the form of abstracts, title certif-
icates and specialized real estate searches.

Here is the flag in front of their 
office on 2nd Avenue - one of 
the largest US Flags flying in 
Iowa! Learn more at 
american-abstract.com.

welcome new chamber members
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Super 8 by Wyndham
206 SE Delaware Ave, Ankeny

(515) 964-4503

With a stay at Super 8 by Wyndham Ankeny/Des 
Moines Area in Ankeny, you’ll be within a 15-min-
ute drive of Iowa Events Center and Des Moines 
Civic Center. This hotel is 2.5 mi from Des Moines 
Area Community College and 2.7 mi from Ank-
eny Art Center. Make use of convenient amen-
ities, which include complimentary wireless 
Internet access, a computer station, a 24-hour 
front desk, and multilingual staff. Free self park-
ing is available onsite. Visit them for your next 
stay at 206 SE Delaware Ave, Ankeny (Located at 
Exit 192) or call (515) 964-4503.



ithrive 31
 (319) 431-1652

ithrive31.com

Taza Mediterranean Grill
DMAAC Campus, Building 5
2006 S Ankeny Blvd, Ankeny

(515) 868-3155

Ankeny Family Counseling
1850 SW Plaza Shops Lane, Suite D, Ankeny  |  (515) 508-1150

ankenyfamilycounseling.com

XoXo Gift & Home
721 N Ankeny Blvd  | (515) 964-0600

treasurehousegiftsankeny.com

Casey’s
1515 SE Corporate Woods Drive, Ankeny

Bountiful Life Chiropractic Center
1310 SW State St, Suite B, Ankeny  |  (515) 965-8280

abountifullife.com
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ribbon cuttings



Avis & Budget Car Rental
675 S Ankeny Blvd  |  (515) 207-5404

avis.com/en/locations/us/ia/ankeny/avan1

Lifestream Brain + Body Clinic
1975 N Ankeny Blvd  |  (515) 259-9336

lifestreamclinics.com

PHOTOS: September’s New Member Mixer
and Lattes & Leads at AR Workshop
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Learn more about the Ankeny Area Chamber of Commerce at ankeny.org


